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SmartPhone  
Video Production  

EQUIPMENT GUIDE  
(2020 edition) 

by Gareth J Powell 

SHOOT LIKE A PRO 
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The Author 

Gareth graduated from the University of Greenwich and has 
over 20 years’ experience in the Film, TV 
broadcast, Commercial and Corporate video industries. 
 

This is Gareth looking a tad serious and with a $3000 DSLR camera :)                                
You can turn your Smartphone into something as equally professional 

Gareth has professionally taught video production to a wide 
variety of students; at College Level, 1-2-1 and within TV 
Broadcast and Corporate institutions.  

He is hugely passionate about creating engaging internet 
video and the power of Video Blogging - for fun and 
business/commercial markets. 

He is also the owner of a UK based Video Media Production 
Business and the web portal; socialvideoacademy.com 
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HOW TO TURN YOUR SMART DEVICE  
INTO A VIDEO PRODUCTION COMPANY 

The SmartPhone and tablet are such amazing tools and have revolutionised our daily 
lives. The following pages are designed to help guide you through the process of 
obtaining the right equipment to turn you smart device into a fully-fledged video 
production tool. 

Only a couple of years ago… I laughed at the spec and quality of recorded material 
taken by mobile phones and tablets. Well that has now all changed 

The Smart Device is now a permanent fixture for the foreseeable future. Your device is 
most likely always near you or somewhere in your pocket or bag… making it an 
accessible and spontaneous device to record and document events as they are 
happening.  

Having the right workflow and systems/processes in place is the key to video success…  

This ebook has been designed to help you identify and create a workflow through the 
equipment available.  
 
 

ANDROID or APPLE? 

So what is the best device you may ask? The best device is currently the one that you 
possess. It doesn’t really matter if you have an Apple or an Android, as pretty much 
most of the devices out there are now capable of producing great quality HD and/or 4K 
video. Just check the specs on your device and if you have a 4K/HD enabled device, 
then follow this guide and away you go… 

Gareth’s Tip: Just go out and film some footage… get used 
to your device and understand its capabilities. 
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Battery Life 

If you are shooting for long periods or are stuck in a location without any power 
sockets, then the length of your device’s battery and having a suitable back-up plan is 
something you should really consider…  

The huge screens and processing power of filming 4K or HD video, will drain the 
resources inside your device, therefore, you will need a solution… 

Gareth’s Tip: If you have access to power sockets - then 
your best bet is to charge your device between takes or on 
breaks. 

 

So what options are there? 

Most Tablets and all iPhones have their battery compartments sealed - therefore it is 
pretty difficult and near impossible, without damaging or unscrewing the device, to 
swap over a battery…  

The solution to this is a Power-Bank. A device that is simply a portable charger. 
So if your Smart Device can’t hack a full-days work - invest in one or two of 
these. 

Some Android smartphones, have the ability to remove the battery… therefore 
you can purchase additional batteries and swap them straight over when they 
are drained. An easy option… 

If you have access to a 12v socket in a vehicle, then grab yourself a decent usb car 
charger and you are pretty much all sorted  
 

Gareth’s Tip: Make sure you have enough battery power 
for your shoot and that any spare batteries or Power-banks are 
fully charged before you go. 
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Memory/Disk Space  

Another oversight, is running out of disk space or memory whilst 
recording video. 

Most Android devices, both SmartPhone and Tablet, have MicroSD 
expansion slots -  which are great and simple :) if you fill a card up whilst 
shooting, you can easily put another in and start recording again.  

Before purchasing any additional memory cards, check that the speed is compatible 
with your device and it is able to withstand shooting HD video - especially if you are 
recording in 4K. The manufacturer should recommend compatible cards in their 
bundled blurb or on their website. Some Android devices can also be paired with an 
external hard drive… please check your device for its suitability, as this method would 
provide hours and hours of potential storage for video. 

 

Gareth’s Tip: We always choose Sandisk as 
our goto brand for memory cards 

Check with your device’s manufacturer which cards they recommend. 

iPhone and iPad devices are again limited, as they do not have expansion slots for 
additional memory cards.The easiest way to back-up your files from an iOS based 
device, is to take a laptop/MacBook with you on location and sync via iTunes or 
Airdrop. This is then enables you to clear the device and start over. This can also work 
for an Android device, by mounting the device to the desktop and removing the video 
files from the correct folder. 

Another storage alternative would be to upload your video on the fly and 
via a cloud based solution like iCloud, Google Drive or Dropbox. You 
would need a fast Wi-Fi connection at your location and it could be 
possible that it may not have this facility or you don’t have access to a Wi-
Fi point… So check your location before filming. 

A 4G/5G enabled phone could also do the trick if you have no Wi-Fi access. 
The drawback with the 4G/5G route is that it could prove costly, especially if 
you are limited to a monthly data allowance and start eating into paid-for data. I would 
check the charges with your service provider before attempting this method.  

A further option is to sync your Device with a wireless enabled media hub or Wi-Fi 
external hard drive, these can be set-up with additional third-party apps or via the OS. 

Gareth’s Tip: Know the limitations of your device, plan and 
find a workflow that best suits.  
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Audio 

 

Video production has two main elements - Video & Audio. Believe 
it or not, audio is the most important aspect of video and it is also 
the most overlooked part by the inexperienced video shooter.  

No matter how great your video footage is, if your audio is bad, 
your final product will be bad . You have no doubt (seen and) 
HEARD poor quality audio on YouTube… Bad Audio =  Your 
viewer switching off and looking for a better alternative. This could also mean a 
potential new client looking elsewhere for similar services and products - so think 
AUDIO before you shoot video, As the success of your final product rests on how good 
it is.  

Gareth’s Tip: When recording audio, put your device into 
airplane mode, as signals can interfere with microphones and 
the overall quality of the sound. 

Your device’s internal microphone usually offer poor quality audio recording, so you 
should really consider purchasing an external recording microphone or device. 

Invest in a good quality tie/lavlier mic for clear voice/pieces to camera/interviews. 
Audio-Technica Pro70, iRig Mic Lav , Rode Smartlav+ and BOYA BY-M1 are all fairly 
good budget microphones. 

An additional handheld microphone for interviews/vox-pops/
spontaneous recordings should also be considered. 

Look at a good solid general microphone for directional and/or 
ambient sounds. 

iRig : RØDE : Zoom Have a superb range of audio equipment and 
microphones for smart devices 

The iRig Pre or Saramonic SmartRig : are great and cost-effective options - as you can 
attach any XLR professional microphone to your phone device with these units. 

Noteworthy Microphones: 

RØDE iXY Lightning, RØDE VideoMic Me, Go or Pro, RØDE Wireless GO, Rode 
Reporter, Zoom H1, Zoom IQ Range, Saramonic SmartMixer, Saramonic Blink, IK 
Multimedia iRig Mic… 
 

Gareth’s Tip: Make sure that you have the right microphone for 
the right job. You can then record clear and concise audio for your 
video production and create a final product which feels both 
professional and polished.  
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Lighting  

The third element is lighting… 

Good lighting is critical if you want to capture the scene, set the mood 
and let the audience see what is going on 

Smart devices tend to have small image sensors and lenses… which 
leaves them susceptible to dramatic changes in light and therefore a 
balanced or continuous steady light is the way to go. 
 

Gareth’s Tip: Avoid shooting into direct daylight or 
bright light sources - this can cause silhouettes, 
overexposed footage and lens flares. 

For best results, purchase a 3 point softbox kit - Softboxes offer continuous and 
balanced lighting, are easy to set-up and maintain, plus, they are relatively inexpensive. 
You can also swap between various types of bulb, including daylight and tungsten, to 
suit your location and colour balance. 

An LED top mounted light is a great way to quickly illuminate and enhance a person or 
face. Especially in situations that don’t allow for the set-up time of the soft boxes. Think 
Interviews, Vox-Pops or spontaneous situations. 

 

Gareth’s Tip: Different locations have different colour 
temperatures. Indoor bulbs usually have an orange tungsten glow, 
whilst daylight can give a blue or cold looking skin tone. A proper 
white balance will rectify this; check the white balance settings in 

your video app. 
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Camera Supports 

Shaky-Cam or hand-held footage has its time and place in creative video 
production. But if you are striving for that professional feel, a static or 
stable mounted camera is the best way to achieve that result and eliminate 
any bad movement, distortion or motion blur - especially If your device 
doesn’t have any form of image stabilisation. 

If you plan to use your hands… then using both of them is a good start and will 
offer stability. However, over long periods of recording - you will begin to feel the 
fatigue setting in and your shots will inevitably look shaky and unprofessional. 

The answer is to invest in a camera mounting system, gimbal, tripod and/or stabiliser. 

Here are some options 

Gimbal, Mini-Tripod, Camera Stabilisers, Gorilla Pod, Camera Slider 

 

 

 

 

Gareth’s Tip: If you plan to tilt or pan your device… invest in a 
solid video tripod or get a gimbal for super-smooth motion shots… 
And check your device for in-built image stabilisation - this could be 

another game changer if it is turned on. 
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Apps 
 

There are many video apps that are available for both Apple and Android Smart 

devices.  Some third-party apps can extend the functionality of the internal video 

camera and provide more professional options such as Focusing, ISO and White 

Balance. 

There are also apps that provide creative post-production and editing facilities to polish 

your videos - such as cinema style colour grading and special effects. Some apps even 

take the process  a step further and can distribute your videos to wide range of 

destinations and video platforms. The trick is to research which ones will suit you best… 

something automatic or manual, works within your workflow or provides you with the 

simplest way of doing things. 

Notable Camera Apps: 

Filmic Pro (Cross-Platform), ProCam 7 (iOS), Camera Plus Pro (iOS), Cinema FV5 
(Android), Camera JB+ (Android), Video Show (Cross-platform) 

Notable Editing Apps:  

GoPro App (Cross-Platform), Power Director (Cross-Platform), LumaFusion (iOS), 
KineMaster Pro (Android), iMovie (iOS), FilmoraGo (Android), Filmmaker Pro (iOS), 
Inshot (Cross-Platform), Canva (Cross-Platform) 

 

Gareth’s Tip: When purchasing a Video app for your device, 
check multiple user reviews and get the ones that will best work 
for you and your workflow… or gives you that little extra bit of je 
ne sais quoi 
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Other Bits to Consider 

Tele-Prompter 

If you are fortunate to posses multiple-smart-devices… then a tablet teleprompter could 
save you a heap of stress and time. We use the DataVideo TP300 and the results are 
fantastic. 

Easily set-up, we load our scripts via iCloud or dropbox into the Teleprompt+ 3 app and 
then remotely control our iPad via a Satechi bluetooth media controller and a keyboard 
for editing the scripts in-app. 

You can then start shooting with your other smart device…   

 

Gareth’s Tip: Having a compatible bluetooth or wired remote is the 
best way to use a tablet teleprompter, as cueing, text speed and 
scrolling the script are made much easier for both the presenter and 

producer. 

Lens Kit 

You can add some creative flair with an additional lens 
kit. There are a huge variety and you can really enhance 
your filmmaking with the options available. Lenses are 
available for both iOS and Android devices… check 
compatibility with your device. 
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GO SHOOT SOME VIDEO… 

A simple strategy and great content is now all that you need… visit our website to see 
more content which can help you strategise and be more effective online 

VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE INFO 

Click Here to go to the PlayMountain Website 
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NOTES 
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Thank you for reading 

 

PlayMountain.co.uk
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